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SUBJECT: THIRD COMMITTEE: STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME 
OF APARTHEID (ITEM 69D) 

1 . BECAUSE OF OBJECTIONABLE SUBSTANTIVE PROVISIONS IN 
DRAFT RES. A/C.3/31/L.4, SPECIFICALLY PREAMBULAR PARA 4 AND 
OPERATIVE PARA 5, DEPT WOULD PREFER THAT USDEL VOTE 
AGAINST DRAFT RES. USDEL SHOULD CONSULT WITH OTHER WEO 
DELS AND ENCOURAGE NEGATIVE VOTES. 

2. IF ONE OR MORE OTHER DELEGATIONS WILL JOIN IN 

VOTING AGAINST DRAFT RESOLUTION USDEL SHOULD VOTE AGAINST. 
OTHERWISE, USDEL SHOULD ABSTAIN. 
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3. IN EITHER CASE USDEL SHOULD EXPLAIN THAT WHILE WE 
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FULLY SHARE THE SENTIMENTS CONDEMNING THE PRACTICE OF 
APARTHEID WHICH UNDERLIE THE CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION 
AND PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF APARTHEID WE WERE NOT ABLE 
TO SUPPORT THE ADOPTION OF THE CONVENTION WHEN IT WAS 
APPROVED BY THE GA AT THE 28TH SESSION. WE HAVE HAD 
SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES WITH THE CONVENTION FROM A LEGAL 
POINT OF VIEW. THESE DIFFICULTIES WERE FULLY EXPLAINED BY 
THE USREP AT THE 28TH GA. USDEL SHOULD SPECIFY THAT WE 

DO NOT ACCEPT THE CHARACTERIZATION OF APARTHEID AS A CRIME 
AGAINST HUMANITY STATED IN PREAMBULAR PARA. 4. AMONG OUR 
OBJECTIONS TO THE CONVENTION, WHICH WERE STATED WHEN IT 
WAS APPROVED BY THE UNGA AT THE 28TH SESSION, HAVE BEEN 
THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE X REFERRED TO IN OPERATIVE 
PARA 5 OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION. 

4. IN CASE OF ABSTENTION, USDEL SHOULD MAKE FULLER 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE WHICH WOULD SUMMARIZE PRINCIPAL 
LEGAL OBJECTIONS EXPLAINED IN STATEMENT BY AMB. FERGUSON 
IN EXPLANATION OF VOTE ON APARTHEID CONVENTION GIVEN 
NOVEMBER 30, 1973. ROBINSON 
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